LETTER BY THE MAYOR OF THESSALONIKI ON THE ACCESSION OF MAJOR BALKAN CITIES TO ESOAV, 15-01-2004

 

Funding of projects in major Balkan cities by ESOAV!

Request to the Greek Government by the Mayor of Thessaloniki,

 Mr. V. Papageorgopoulos.

 

Two alternative proposals for the participation of big Balkan cities in the funding and projects of the Greek Plan for Economic Reconstruction of the Balkans (ESOAV) were submitted by the Mayor of Thessaloniki to the Greek Government implementing the decision of the Executive Secretariat of the Network which held a meeting in the beginning of December in Thessaloniki with the participation of Mr. Stephan Sofianski, Mayor of Sofia (Presiding City of 2002), Mr. Risto Penof, Mayor of Skopje (Presiding City of 2003), Mr Yiorgos Gaveras, President of the City Council of Piraeus (Presiding City of 2004) and the Mayor of Thessaloniki (seat of the Ex. Secretariat of the Network). In his letter to the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Loverdos, who is responsible for ESOAV, Mr. Papageorgopoulos referred to the increased competencies of the Municipalities of these cities in matters of major urban infrastructure and regeneration which are included in the reconstruction targets, as well as to the need to support the participation of Municipalities of Greek and Balkan cities – members of the Network in this particular project.

 

Mr. Papageorgopoulos proposed to the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs either to integrate into the Contracts of Cooperation with the Balkan Countries a special measure on the exclusive funding of projects of Municipalities – members of the Network in each country or to enhance the participation of major cities of each country as beneficiaries in the framework of existing measures. 

 

What is ESOAV?

 

Assuming the obligations resulting from its membership in the European Union and the Development Assistance Committee of the OECD, Greece has pledged to grant annually a minimum of 0.20% of the country’s Gross National Product (GNP) towards international development assistance.

In this context, Greece drafted the Second five-year project of Greek development assistance for the 2002-2006 period, an important part of which is the Greek Plan for the Economic Reconstruction of the Balkans (ESOAV).

ESOAV constitutes Greece’s first attempt as contributing country to incorporate individual initiatives of development assistance into a single plan and to thus promote an integrated development policy. 

ESOAV, adopted by the Greek Parliament in March 2002 (Law No 2996, Issue of Government Gazette 62, March 22, 2002), is valid for five years and is in charge of funding projects, investments, actions, studies and activities in six Balkan countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro), Former Yugoslavian Republic of Macedonia and Romania). The ulterior objective of ESOAV is modernization of infrastructure, promotion of productive investment, enhancement of democratic institutions and the rule of law, support of the welfare state as well as training of the labour force and scientists in beneficiary countries.

In other words, the Greek Plan aims at the political, economic and social stability of the region of South-Eastern Europe. The basic guidelines regulating the operation of ESOAV are partnership and transparency.

ESOAV provides for assistance of 550 mil euros to the six Balkan countries mentioned above. In particular, almost half of the available funds will be granted to FRY (265 mil euros of which 250 is earmarked for Serbia-Montenegro and 15 for Kosovo), 74.84 mil euros to FYROM, 70.93 mil euros to Romania, 54.79 mil euros to Bulgaria, 49.89 mil euros to Albania and 19.53 mil euros to Bosnia & Herzegovina.

In August 2002 the legal framework for the activation of ESOAV was completed with the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Andreas Loverdos, signing bilateral agreements of development assistance with the six countries involved. It is expected that there will be a submission of proposals on the approval and implementation of particular projects by beneficiary countries, through the Greek Embassies there. 

